READINGS ON PALESTINE
books and websites
Tourism Guides
Palestine and Palestinians. (2nd edition, 2008). Excellent
source of practical information as well as Palestinian history
and culture. Book is available on-line and from some European
and West Bank bookshops. Editions in English, French and
Italian. See informative website www.atg.ps.
Palestine: Bradt Travel Guide, Sarah Irving (2nd edition, 2011).
Comprehensive practical and historical information by former
human rights observer who has worked in Palestine many
years. Available in print from most bookstores and as pdf ebook from www.bradtguides.com.
Palestine: A Guide, Mariam Shahin (Interlink Books, 2007).
Information on archeological and historical sites and
contemporary culture, beautifully photographed.
Palestinian guesthouses: www.palestineguesthouse.com.
Focuses on small guesthouses in the West Bank, most run by
non-profits such as local women’s charitable organizations,
and most offer independent travelers opportunities for close
encounters with local people and their customs.
NEPTO: Network for Experiential Palestinian Tourism
Organizations: www.nepto.ps. A compendium of non-profit
organizations, their websites and information, in a format
easily accessible for tourists, on contemporary Palestinian
culture and customs such as heritage and food festivals, music
events, fair trade and handicraft sources, hikes and walks,
bicycle tours.

Biking, Hiking and Walking
Walking Palestine: 25 Journeys in the West Bank, Stefan
Szepsi (2012). Practical information, trail maps and

descriptions as well as lovingly-described landscapes and
Palestinian hospitality.
Palestinian Walks, Raja Shehadeh (2008). A classic.
Passionate walker and renowned human rights attorney
describes changing landscape during 27 years of walking
Palestinian hills.
“Palestine Walking Trails,” George Rishmawi, July 2009,
http://archive.thisweekinpalestine.com/details.php?id=2821
&ed=171&edid=171.
Masar Ibrahim al Khalil (Abraham’s Path):
www.masaribrahim.ps and www.abrahampath.org. Hikes of
varying lengths follow Abraham’s footsteps through the rural
landscapes, villages, customs, and histories of Palestine.
Siraj Center for Holy Land Studies: www.sirajcenter.org.
Long-established leading non-profit for responsible,
experiential tourism. Features hiking, cycling, home-stays,
and village culture.
Sufi Trails: www.sufitrails.ps. Arranges one-day tours, deep
into the countryside, to explore a neglected and unique
aspect of Palestine’s heritage.
Bike Palestine: www.bikepalestine.com. Arranges cycling
tours in northern West Bank, to explore historic sites, rural
villages, their culture and cuisine, and the Palestinian
landscape. Tourist amenities organized by the Siraj Center.

The Environment: Birds, Flora, Fauna
“Palestine, the Flyway for Bird Migration”, Imad Atrash,
August 2012, A good introduction to the migrations of birds
flying through Palestine between Europe and Africa.
http://thisweekinpalestine.com/details.php?id=3776&ed=20
9&edid=209. See also www.birdlife.org/middle-east.

“Birds of Jordan”,
http://www.pbase.com/mansour_mouasher/birds&page=all.
A photo gallery of the many birds of Jordan and Palestine.
Birds of the Middle East (Helm Field Guides). A detailed and
comprehensive field guide of over 700 species but not cheap.
Palestine Wildlife Society, www.wildlife-pal.org. Articles on
wildlife, the environment and Society activities by noted
ornithologist.
“The Gazelle”, www.gazelle.8m.net. The journal and
website of a Palestinian-German zoologist. Comprehensive
articles with excellent photos of the birds, wild cats, and
leopards of Palestine. Extensive bibliography in “Guest Book
and References” section.
“Palestinian Flowers,” Lucy Nusseibeh, April 2004.
http://archive.thisweekinpalestine.com/details.php?id=941&
ed=89&edid=89.
“Evolution of the Dead Sea Rift”, Geological Society of
London, William Huddleston, Geology of Palestine (1885). Old
but free at Bethlehem University’s website. Multiple maps
and figures of area geology.
http://www.bethlehem.edu/book-of-the-month/geology-ofpalestine.

Architecture, Archeology and History
“Two decades of Archaeology in Palestine,” Hamdan Taha
February, 2013,
http://archive.thisweekinpalestine.com/details.php?id=3939
&ed=215&edid=215
“Throne Villages,” RIWAQ, July 2014,
http://archive.thisweekinpalestine.com/details.php?id=4295
&ed=232&edid=232

UNESCO Tentative Lists for World Heritage Site designation:
“El-Bariyeh: Wilderness with Monasteries”,
http://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5708/
A History of Modern Palestine: One Land, Two Peoples, Ilan
Pappe (Cambridge University Press, 2004). Comprehensive
history from mid-19th century through Oslo, by highlyrespected historian. See also other Pappe books.
RIWAQ: www.riwaq.org. Extensive website with maps,
illustrations and architectural history by leading non-profit
which restores architectural heritage.

General Information on Palestine
“This Week in Palestine”, a monthly publication, is a valuable
source of information on all aspects of Palestinian society,
culture and history. See especially October 2014, issue #198,
for a series of articles on various habitats in Palestine –
historical, cultural and natural.

Note: Some of the websites listed may have to be accessed
manually via Google or similar search engine.
Our Palestine, green land of ours;
Its flowers as if embroidered of women’s gowns;
March adorns its hills
With the jewel-like peony and narcissus;
April bursts open in its plains
With flowers and bride-like blossoms;
May is our rustic song
Which we sing at noon,
In the blue shadows,
Among the olive-trees of our valleys,
And in the ripeness of the fields
We wait for the promise of July
And the joyous dance amidst the harvest.
“In the Deserts of Exile,” by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra

